
  
 
 

 
 
 

ALTAANZ 2020  

Intersections, Crossings and Barriers 

 

Call for Papers  

Venue: The University of Melbourne 

Main Conference: 20th to 21st of November  

(Pre-conference workshops 19th of November) 

The Association for Language Testing and Assessment of Australia and New Zealand (ALTAANZ) 

invites you to submit an abstract for the ALTAANZ Conference to be held at The University of 

Melbourne, Australia, between 19 and 21 November 2020. 

  

Confirmed plenary speakers are: 
 

Suresh Canagarajah, Pennsylvania State University 
Susy Macqueen, Australian National University 

Ingrid Piller, Macquarie University 
 

 



 
 
 

We welcome proposals related to the conference theme “Intersections, Crossings and Barriers” 
 

Areas of particular interest are: 

• Assessment which intersects content areas and language skills, e.g. in Content-Based 
Instruction or LSP assessment 

• Assessment of subject content (e.g. science, history) through second languages 

• Multilingual assessment and assessment in multilingual contexts 

• Classroom-based assessment: issues and practice 

• Interactions between large-scale standardized assessments/frameworks and classroom 
practices 

• Assessments and tests with multiple uses 

• The intersection between learning and assessment 

• Collaborations across stakeholder groups 

• Language assessment policy and practice: ethics and accountability 

• Expanding existing, and creating new, validity frameworks for language assessment 

• Standardised tests: development, implementation and/or use by institutional stakeholders 

• Second language proficiency models and implications for developing assessment tasks 

• Research methodology for exploring language assessment 
 
Proposals can be for papers, posters, work in progress presentations, symposia, or demos. We 
welcome proposals that focus on assessment that is primarily and explicitly of language ability, as well 
as assessments of content areas (e.g. science, numeracy, health care, professional skills) that also 
involve language and communication skills. 
 
A separate call for proposals for teachers to share their assessment practices will be announced soon. 

 
 

SUBMIT A PROPOSAL 
Proposals for ALTAANZ 2020 are categorised below. 

 
1. Papers 



This format is best suited to theoretically oriented work, or the presentation of completed research 
studies and assessment development projects. Paper presentations are 20 minutes and are followed 
by 10 minutes for questions and comments from the audience. The proposal should clearly indicate 
what the presentation will focus on, as well as give details of the whole project. In the case of empirical 
studies, the proposal should in general include objectives of the study, study design and methods, 
results, conclusions, and implications. In the case of conceptual research, the proposal should discuss 
an approach or a critical issue, or compare and contrast alternative approaches or issues, and provide 
significant new insights. The proposal must not exceed 500 words. Papers that are not accepted may 
be offered a poster slot. 
  

 
2. Symposia 

Symposia involve multiple presentations focusing on a single theme and are best suited to the in-
depth discussion of research, theory, practice, and associated issues. They should not be a series of 
independent presentations but should offer complementary or differing perspectives on an important 
topic or issue that can stimulate wider discussion. Symposia may last up to 90 minutes and may include 
up to four individual presenters, a moderator, and an independent discussant. An organizer may also 
act as a participant or moderator. Evidence of careful planning for the implementation of the 
symposium (e.g., goals, timing, summaries of perspectives) should be included in the proposal. The 
proposal should include a 500-word summary of the topic, focusing on how the perspectives 
represented in the individual papers complement one another. In addition, abstracts of individual 
papers not exceeding 500 words each should be included. 

  
3. Posters 

Posters provide an opportunity for the presentation of test development projects, technological 
innovations and current assessment practice in the classroom. Posters are displayed on a specific day. 
Presenters should be available to discuss their work and answer questions. The proposal must not 
exceed 500 words. 

  
 

4. Work in Progress Presentations 
This conference session gives the opportunity for presenters to discuss work in progress, in the form 
of either a research study or a project to develop a particular type of assessment for practical use. 
Presenters give a brief overview of what they have done, any issues they are dealing with and what 
their future plans are, as the basis for generating useful feedback from a small group of other 
participants. The session will be organised so that each presenter meets with three different groups 
for 20 minutes each. The proposal must not exceed 500 words. 
 
 

5. Demos 
Demos are a demonstration of innovative assessment ideas and products as well as the application 
of new technology in developing, delivering and researching language assessments. This may involve 
new means of designing and developing assessments; delivering assessments; text analysis and 
scoring of assessments; understanding assessment behaviours (e.g., eye-tracking studies). 
Presenters should be prepared to showcase their work through screen shots and/or actual demos. 
Demos are 20 minutes, followed by 10 minutes for questions and comments from the audience. In 
no more than 500 words, the proposal should fully describe the substantive goals of the 
presentation, outline how the demo will proceed, and discuss any implications. 
 
 

 



EVALUATION CRITERIA 
 

Criteria used to evaluate papers, posters, work in progress presentations and demos will be: 

• Interest and importance to the field of language assessment 

• Clarity and completeness of the proposal 

• Quality of the work to be reported 

• Relevance to the conference theme 
  
Criteria used to evaluate symposia will be: 

• Interest and importance to the field of language assessment 

• Coherence and complementarity of the contributions 

• Evidence of careful planning for the implementation of the symposium, including sufficient 
time for discussion and audience participation 

• Relevance to the conference theme 
 
 
The deadline for submitting proposals is 20 March, 2020. To submit a proposal, please go to 
https://www.conftool.pro/altaanz-melbourne-2020 or visit http://www.altaanz.org/altaanz-
melbourne-2020.html for more information. 
 
 
General enquiries:  altaanz2020@gmail.com  
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